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Through this story, this allegory, I believe theologian Jack Cottrell 
captures well the essence of the ongoing desire of humanity to depart 

the safety and blessings of the Kingdom of Heaven for what sounds and 

seems like a better place, a better way. It is so easy to get caught up in 
Satan’s lies and false perception of happiness and satisfaction, and 
many times it is not until we are in far too deep before we realize just 
how much trouble we are in. God desires that we all stay in the blessings 
of his Kingdom, but he does not force us to stay. 
 
Knowing how hard it would be for us as his followers to live in this world 

under the constant “tug-a-war” of kingdoms, Jesus prayed for his 
Disciples, in which his prayer still reaches to us today, “But now I am 
coming to You, and I am saying these things while I am in the world, so 
that they may have My joy fulfilled within them. I have given them Your 

word and the world has hated them; for they are not of the world, just 
as I am not of the world. I am not asking that You take them out of the 

world, but that You keep them from the evil one. They are not of the 
world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them by the truth; Your 
word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I have also sent them into 
the world” (John 17:13-18, BSB). Jesus knew that God could easily 
remove him from the pains of the world at any time. He knew that he 
could easily remove his disciples from the pains of the world at any time. 
He could even remove us at any time, but he prays that they would 

stay, that we might stay, so that his followers might bring forth his truth 
to so many more who need to hear of it. As hard as it is for us to 
understand, despite the times we wonder why we are still here, this is 
why he leaves us in the world. His Spirit, his presence, lives within all 

those who accept his grace and become a citizen of Heaven. It is through 
us that the world sees Jesus, and his prayer still rings out, “I am not 
asking you to take them out of the world, but that You keep them from 

the evil one.” But we still wander astray from time to time, don’t we? 
 
As we read and studied last week, what keeps us focused on the 
Kingdom of Heaven rather than the ploys of the evil one is our 
commitment to trusting our Father will all the needs of our lives. Jesus 
equated the level of trust we needed to have in God with childlikeness. 

That our trust in God should be so that we follow him wherever and 
however he leads us. Look at Jesus’ prayer again, “I am not asking you 
to take them out of the world, but that You keep them from the evil 

one.” A child follows their parents wherever they may go. They get lost 
when they wander away from them. Maybe something caught their eye. 
Maybe they heard something that sounded good. It is when they look 
around and can’t find their parents that they get into trouble. I will never 

forget, one year when I was much younger, I was at the West Virginia 
State Fair with my family. Now, I had become the age when it wasn’t 
“cool” to hold Dad’s hand in public, not in front of my cousins at least. 
So, as I was looking around at everything, the rides calling my name in 
particular, in the midst of a large crowd, I realized I lost track of my 
Dad. I started looking around for him, he couldn’t have gone far, and 
then I saw him, at least, I thought I did. When I reached for the hand 



of my Father and said, “Dad,” the guy wearing the same red colored 
shirt turned around and just stared at me. He knew I was lost, but he 
just walked away. He left me lost when I needed help. So, I did as every 

kid would, I started to panic. And then, Dad grabbed me by the hand 

and pulled me out of the crowd. For a while, I don’t believe I let go.  
 
Sometimes, we get caught up in the plethora of senses and the euphoria 
that surround us. Many times, we follow our Father’s lead well, not 
leaving his care. Often times, we get so caught up in everything else 
that’s clamoring for our attention that we loose sight of our Father. We 
enjoy it for a while, but we realize eventually, hopefully sooner rather 

than later, that we are lost and far from our Father’s care. We have 
wondered astray. It’s then he comes to look for us. You are his child. No 
matter how old you are. You are special to him, even if you are the only 
one who is lost. When we leave his care, he comes searching for us were 

we lost track of him. He knows where he is going, but do we? In 
childlikeness, we really don’t. We might think we do, but remember the 

Lord says, “‘For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways,’ declares the Lord. ‘As the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 
your thoughts’” (Isaiah 55:8-9, NIV). That is why we must always “Trust 
in the Lord with all our heart and lean not on our own understanding; in 
all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight” 
(Proverbs 3:5-6, NIV). In fact, God would so have it that we remain in 

his ways, in his care, that he puts angels in charge of insuring we 
consistently receive the care only our Father can give. The writer of 
Hebrews asked, “Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve 
those who will inherit salvation?” (Hebrews 14:1, NIV) When Jesus said 

that the children’s angels see the Face of their Father in Heaven, that is 
us when we walk closely with God. That the angels ministering God’s 
care over us see so much of God in us it is almost as if they say, “He is 

his father’s son, or “She is her Father’s daughter.” This makes us unique. 
Something only a citizen of Heaven can claim. 
 
Yet, despite all that we have witnessed and experienced as citizens of 
Heaven, we still desire to stray. It’s in our human, our sinful nature. We 
look out and see what lies on the other side of God’s will for our life and 

we begin to wonder what life could “be like.” Eventually, wonder turns 
to participation and participation turns to sin. We elect to satisfy our 
cravings of sin which in turn isolates us from the will of God. Of all we 

have seen of God, what he has done for us and all that he has promised 
that is still yet ahead, we decide to stray. But the good news, is that 
God has a way of escape for us. We are his child and, like any good 
father, he comes to our rescue. He pleads for us to come back to him, 

but the choice is up to us. In all that we know, in as much as we are 
blessed by being with our Father, as Moses said to God’s people of ole, 
“Be careful that you do not forget the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 
8:11a, NIV). If you had to give account for yourself right now, what 
would you say? Are you walking with him or have you lost track of him? 
If you have lost track of him, he is searching for you, even if it’s only 
you right now. 


