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Down through the years, people from around the world have sought citizenship 
in the United States. Throughout those years in our great country harken the 
words of the Declaration of Independence, “We hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the 
pursuit of Happiness.” Despite the ever changing nature of our country, this is 
something that has never changed. People seek entrance to this country, they 
seek citizenship for the hope of what this country offers its citizens: fulfillment of 
their dreams. We know this to be considered by many as the “American Dream.” 
American author James Adams in 1931 said this about the American Dream: “Life 
should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, with opportunity for each 
according to ability or achievement regardless of social class or circumstance of 
birth.” This was never more true then than it is now. No matter who you are, 
who your parents are, or where you come from, anyone who seeks fulfillment of 
this dream can succeed with hard work and determination. People come here to 
America with hopes of fulfilling this dream become they know so many have. 
They seek refuge in this country because it is far better than the one they were 
born into. They seek citizenship to have a voice in this place they love to live in. 
What a blessed place in which we live! 

 
As much as we are blessed, there are others who seek to destroy what we have. 
Spend a few minutes watching the news and you will this reality. As wonderful a 
blessing as the American Dream is, there are those who forcefully oppose it. If 
only they knew what they could have for themselves, as we have, things would 
be different, right? 
 
As true as this is, it is but a parable for the blessing of being a citizen in the 
Kingdom of God. What a blessing it is, amen? The dream of salvation can easily 
become a reality for anyone who will call upon the name of the Lord (Acts 2:21, 
Romans 10:13). If only people would seek out this kingdom, this country of our 
Lord, they too could know the joy of true salvation from the destitute country of 
sin to the land of the living. In a song, someone described the Kingdom of Heaven 
in this way: 
 

There’s a place of dazzling beauty, no human eye has ever seen; with gates 
of pearl and streets paved with gold. It’s a land of milk and honey, oh, it’s 
more than just a dream. It’s the land of life beyond the crystal sea. 
 
It’s the land of life where living is forever; where the sting of death will claim 
no victory. We are nothing more than just a passing shadow, ‘til we reach 
the land of living beyond the crystal sea. 

 
The American Dream sounds great, but when we view it in light of this Heavenly 
Dream, it pales in comparison. Even as great as the American Dream is for so 
many who seek it, the hope we hold in Heaven far surpasses even what the 
American Dream offers. It’s not just opportunity for life, but blessings for 
eternity. And as wonderful as this kingdom is, this county of our Lord, there are 
those who forcefully oppose it. If only they could have for themselves what we 
have, things would be different, right? 
 

This is the message of hope Jesus came to this world to share; that “the Kingdom 
of Heaven is near.” That this life is nothing in view of the surpassing joy yet 
ahead of us. He gave himself that he might become the bridge between this 
country and the one we long desperately to be a part of. The writer of Ephesians 
said it this way, “At that time you were without the Messiah, excluded from 
citizenship in Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise. You had no hope 
and were in the world without God. But now, in union with the Messiah Jesus, 
you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of the Messiah. 
For it is he who is our peace. Through his mortality he made both groups one by 
tearing down the wall of hostility that divided them” (Ephesians 2:12-14, ISV). 
Oh, what a Savior! Oh, what a place God has prepared for those who call on the 
name of Jesus! Oh, how wonderful it is to be a citizen of this kingdom! And what 
is required of its citizens? To follow the commands and directions of our Savior 
who bought our citizenship with his own blood. In this world, this will be hard. 
Even when the “American Dream” is not all its shaped up to be, we need to heed 
the words of John the Revelator when he said, “This calls for patient endurance 
on the part of the people of God who keep his commands and remain faithful to 
Jesus” (Revelation 14:12, NIV). 
 
Over the next four weeks we are going to be looking at the blessings that come 
from being a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven. Not the requirements, 
necessarily, but the blessings. When we do touch on the requirements, they will 
only point us to how it makes the country of our God more unique and special. 

Like the qualities of its citizens: childlike. 
 
Oh, what a treat it would be a child again! Have you ever said, “What I wouldn’t 
give to be _____ again…”? We remember the days of childhood fondly, primarily 
because of how simple life was, right? Mom and Dad were around to take care of 
us. Someone taught us everything we needed to know. If we behaved, life was 
good. This is the nature of the citizens of Heaven. Forever childlike as we trust 
our Father to take care of our every need (1 Peter 5:7), the Spirit of God teaches 
us what we need to know (John 14:26), and if we obey God, we shall be blessed 
(Romans 2:6-8, Luke 11:28). We desire to be a child again, so, who wonderful it 
is to know we will be like that forever in mind and, one day, body! The more we 
learn to trust God with our earthly life and our heavenly life, the more childlike 
we become, the more humility will fill our being as we trust God to care for our 
every need. Remember the words of the Apostle Paul, “But my God shall supply 
all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:19, 
KJV). As we learn greater humility, we will find greater innocence to sin as we 
become more dependent upon God who our need will supply. This is why Jesus 
was so adamant that children remain untarnished for that is what he desires to 
be under the blood. A child doesn’t know right from wrong until taught, a child 
doesn’t know social order until taught, or hatred, violence, war, racism until 
taught. They don’t know sin until taught. 
 
Sin causes pain and suffering not known to us until we are taught what it is. 
When we are children, we are just getting started in life. We have no past to deal 
with, no pains from former living, and no consequences that will affect our future. 
Under the blood of Jesus, though we experience this reality in this life, in the 
Kingdom of Heaven we will experience the end of sin and the beginning of 
childlike living, forever dependent upon our Father. The only question is “Who 
will be the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven?” Since children don’t understand 
partiality, it will be whoever relies on God for their living. Is your life that simple? 
Is your faith in God so great to trust him that simply? 


